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the FETISH speaks!

It is an
enchanlted,

%

s
AN T
k,grAl/””, £

: do their ghost wa/h'ng as
| o \ social characters and at the

! W Rsame Lime as mere lhings.
' -




In +his world, a COMModHY is
a Ve\—y q_ueer- Hsinj, o.l:oundlnj

in metaphysical subtleties and
'Hn&olOSiCaI hiceties.

Se far as it is q
Value in use, there
is no+L'm3 mysterioug
about it, whether we
tonsider it from the
Peint of view Hhat

By s P\"opa—‘ties 't
is capable of sdisLy,
'ms human Wunts,

*:T £r0n1

e P‘ihf
Hhat ‘H\ose
properties
are ‘he

P"bdud.‘ of
human labey

/t (s as clear as noon-day {that man,) I8
by his indvstry, changes the forms
of the materials Fvrnished
by natvre in Svch a
way as fto make
therm vselol
Yo him.

Yet, for
all that
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This formula
simultaneously cor-
responds to the
interests of the
ruling classes

by proclaiming the physical necessity and
eternal justification of their sources of
revenue and elevating them to a dogma.
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But, so soon as it steps forth as a commodity,
it is chanqged into something transcendent.

but, in relation +o all %
commodities, it stands on

1 its head, and ewolves out of
1‘_’ hm_t* °"¥Y :h:"m Nits wooden bruin grotesque
with 1ts ‘tee : N &Gs

From the moment that men in any Way work for one omﬂoel;
their lobor assumes a social form.

@u‘t the mutual relations of the Pmducers toke the form of\q_\
social velation between the produds.

commodity is therefore nnys*erious)
ﬂ'\ina, simply because in it the social
thavacter of men's labor appears

o them as an objed‘ive_ chavacter
Shmpecl upon the Proclud’ of

that labor

(because the rclation of
the Producers to the sum
total of their own labor

15 presented +o them as

o social relation eXistin
not between themselves,
but between the Pmducts
\of Hewr labor J




Tt ie & definite socisl /" The actual agents of production feel completely at home in

. i st al irrational forms.

e etYmer "eree™)  (fnvhar werid weironged ond
the fan:f~ AL the productions of
tastic In order to find the human brain - lal- wit £) N =, Aﬁ‘\

* an analogy we appear as independent ‘Cﬂ-Pl al- wleres -,_lo.nd—rent ‘-.‘ |o.bor—wn39.$.
form of | | st have recourse beings endowed with = . /_"/ - \
a_rela- to the mist-enveloped|life, and entering
s regions of the into relation both
between o s

religious world.

with one another
\&nd the human race.g)

things

Ecanomics 1s no more than a didactic,
- an:orhﬁsthgnnik'hundnihn of
\EVeryJiLo.emeptions of the actual

S e e aﬂen‘ts of Prbdu.C~

", Hon arranged in

\@ certain rational

'\ order:

(This Fetish-
'|lism has its
origin in th
peculiar
social
character of
the labor

the Fetishism
which attaches it-
self to the products o

So it is
in the world
of commodi-

t%e; labor, so soon as they At pr;-
W1td the are produced as commodi- uces _them.
e ties, and which is

ganda. therefore inseparable

commodities.

o
(1:1' sees in this TRINIW
which is dewid of all
¥ | inner connection, the
= | natural and indubiteble
R J | lofty basis for its shal-
i ng pompousness.

AUTHOR

The labor of the individual asserts itself as a part
of the labor of society only by means of the rela-
tions which the act of exchange establishes directly
between the products, and indirectly, through them,
between the producers.




(The formulae which bear
stamped them in
unmistakable lefters Hut
““:7 belong to a state of
Society in which Hhe sS
of Fvodud'ion has mastery
over man instead of be'ms
conbrolled by him_

the hou\-gois form are
treated by the bourgeoisie
h Y

n much the same way as
the Fathers of the Church

p

rchce Lorms of sodm
Pmdudion tHhat Preceded \

+reated pre- Christain religions.

—such Formuhe appear

to the bourgeois irtellect
to be as much a self-
cvident hQQQSSH'y imrosed

Qnu{- ure as produchve

labor itself.

This Pcrsoni#i}-
cation of things
and conversion
of Froduc-h'on
rclations
into erhities
'_is. @

religion
cvenldny

life.

(&evertheless, when the pro-

(The money form of the world

of commodities actually con-

ceals, instead of disclos-

ing, the social character

of private labor and the

social relations between
individual producers.,

ducers of coats and boots

ompare those articles with
linen

(When I state that
coats or boots
stand in a rela-
tion to linen, be-
cause it is the
universal incarna-
tion of abstract
human labor, the
absurdity of the
statement is self-

evident

(;;, what is the \\

same thing, with
gold or silver, as
the universal equi-
valent, they ex-
press the relation
between their own
private labor and
the collective
labor of society
in the same absurd
form.




The categories of
bourgeois economy
consist of such
like forms,

They are forms of thought
expressing with social validity
the conditions and relations of
a definite, historically de-
termined mode of production,

namely, the produc-
tion of commodities.

The whole mystery of commodities
all the magic and necromancy
that surrounds the products of
labor as long as they take the
form of commodities,

vanishes so soon

as we look at

other forms of
production,

(for a society based on the production of commoditiesQ

the producers
in general enter into
social relations with
one another by treat-
ing their products as
\gommodities and values

whereby they reduce their
individual private labor
to the standard of homo-
geneous human labor--

-=-for such a society,
Christianity with its
cultus of abstract man

more especially in its
bourgeois developments,
Protestantism, Deism, etc.
is the most fitting form
of religion.
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